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 Meets Standards (4) Approaching Standards (3) Below Standards (2 – 1) 

Summary Statement •Clear main idea is the first sentence 

•All important details are included 

•Details are in a logical order 

•Ideas are connected to make the writing flow 

•Student restates the main idea again as a  

  conclusion without writing it the same as in  

  the first sentence. 

 

•Clear main idea in the first sentence 

•Important details are included but some might be missing 

•Ideas are in logical order 

•Restated main idea doesn’t differ from the 1
st

 sentence 

   

•Main idea is unclear or not present in 1
st

 sentence 

•Some critical information is missing 

•Contains only some details 

•Ideas are in a random order and not logical 

•Restated main idea is not in this piece of writing 

•Missing a concluding sentence  

Reflection Activity The reflection is a complex, arguable statement 

about the topic.  The written reflection/ opinions 

are clear and insightful. Evidence is clearly 

connected to and supports their claim.   

Evidence is cited appropriately. 

 

The reflection is a simple, arguable statement about the  

topic. The written reflection/opinions are clear and with 

moderate insight.  Evidence is used to support their claim  

but connection may not be exactly clear. Or, evidence may  

not be cited appropriately. 

The reflection is a simple statement about the topic, 

but may not be arguable.  There is minimal or no  

insight. Evidence does not connect to their claim. 

No citation for evidence. 

Or, evidence is missing. 

Mechanics Writer uses appropriate spelling, punctuation, 

and grammar so as not to distract the reader 

from the content. There are no mistakes. 

Writer makes some spelling, punctuation, or grammar  

errors, which distract the reader from the content. 

Writer makes many spelling, punctuation, or  

grammar errors, which distract the reader from  

the content. 

 

Annotations Show strong evidence of a close reading that  

includes: 

•Asking thoughtful questions of the text. 

•Identifying (underlining or circling) the writer’s 

  purpose or point. 

•Marking evidence 

•Writing notes in the margins 

•Circling unknown words and defining them 

•Using pencil/pen/highlighters to mark  

   important information  

•Marking what you want to remember, or what 

  what surprises you using an asterisk or  

  exclamation point 

 

Shows some evidence of a close reading that includes: 

•Asking thoughtful questions of the text 

•Writing notes in the margins 

•Using pencil/pen/highlighters to mark important 

  information  

Shows little to no evidence of a close reading. 

Completion of All Tasks The student completed all 4 steps of the AoW: 

1.  Numbered Paragraphs 

2.  Close Reading / Annotation 

3.  Summary Paragraph 

4.  Reflection Activity 

 

The student completed at least 3 of the steps of the AoW 

 

The student completed 2 or less of steps of the AoW 

 

Article of the Week Score Formula:  Total Number of Points   X   5 = Grade Score                                                                   GRADE:                    /100 


